The following case is being heard by the Disciplinary Tribunal of the Taxation Disciplinary Board on 9 November 2026 at 10.00am by teleconference:
Case ref. TDB/2026/43 – Mr James Bannister
Mr James Bannister (ATT Membership Number 260456) faces the following charges:
Charge 1
It is alleged that in March 2024, HMRC sent Mr Bannister’s employer a letter and Inheritance Tax calculation in respect of Trust A. It is further alleged that on 26 March 2026, Mr Bannister deleted this correspondence from his employer’s client management system, dishonestly attempting to conceal that the correspondence had been received from HMRC.
Charge 2
It is alleged that on 26 March 2026, Mr Bannister sent an email to a colleague stating that he was not aware of the HMRC correspondence. It is alleged that this conduct lacked integrity and was dishonest, as Mr Bannister was aware of the correspondence and was seeking to conceal his knowledge of it.
Charge 3
It is alleged that on 31 March 2026, Mr Bannister drafted an email to the client stating that there was no record of receiving the HMRC correspondence. It is alleged that this conduct lacked integrity and was dishonest, as Mr Bannister was aware of the correspondence and was seeking to mislead colleagues and the client about its existence.
Charge 4
It is alleged that, consequent upon the matters set out in Charges 1, 2 and/or 3, Mr Bannister’s conduct amounted to a breach of Rules 1.7, 2.2, 2.6.1, 2.6.2 and 2.6.3 of the Professional Rules and Practice Guidelines.
This hearing is open to members of the public. Any request to observe the hearing should be made by email to the Clerk to the Disciplinary Tribunal at nbremner@tax-board.org.uk not less than 24 hours before the hearing to allow the necessary arrangements to be made.

